
Written Representation (Specific Issues) – Richborough Connection Project  

Interested Party/Parties: PB Headley & Son, Mr RP & Mrs M Headley, Dr PM Headley, The Quinlan 

Trust and Messrs AC & JD Quinlan.  

Date: 11/07/16 

Further to the overall written representation submitted by Finn’s, this issue specific representation is 

submitted on behalf of the above Interested Parties, in relation to land at Tile Lodge Farm, Hoath.  

Tile Lodge Farm is the largest single land holding affected by the scheme and this should be taken 

into account, when reading the following comments:  

 

1. Visual impact – the new line (to be closer to the farmyard than the existing 132kV line) will 

have significant visual effects on the residential properties at Tile Lodge Farm. Both the Old 

Oast and Tile Lodge Farmhouse are grade 2 listed.  It has been suggested that the existing 

line could be temporarily diverted to allow the new 400kV line to be installed further away 

from the property, however this was dismissed by National Grid. The photomontages assist 

in demonstrating the extent of the visual impact. Whilst planting mitigation has been 

proposed this will block light and existing views.    

 

2. Pylon positioning – it has been stressed several times that pylons need to be placed near to 

boundaries and or within the woodland shaves.  Despite numerous requests the pylons have 

not been moved and in fact some have been relocated into positions, which will actually have 

a greater impact on the farming of the land. Some of the movement is due to environmental 

reasons and National Grid is yet to supply survey data, despite it being requested.  

 

The pylons that cause the most concern are PC 12, which should be moved into the 

woodland, which despite National Grids statements is not ancient woodland and was clear 

felled two years ago. Pylon PC 17 should be moved into a woodland shave, in order to 

straddle the two fields, the trees will have to be removed in any case and are of no 

significance in fact the Ash trees are suffering from disease.  Pylons PC 18 and 21 should be 

either moved closer to the field boundary or further out into the field so as not to impact on 

farming operations. Pylon PC 22 should be placed at least 30 metres from the PROW so as 

to reduce health and safety issues. Finally PC 24 should be moved north of the Sarre Penn. 

Change requests have been issued on all of the above pylons and yet National Grid has not 

accommodated a single request.  

 

3. Access – throughout the consultation it has been made clear that the construction access off 

the A28 is incorrectly positioned and will affect more land than is necessary. The 

environmental justification is not acceptable and if need be newt fencing should be erected to 

allow the haul road to be installed adjacent to the boundary.  

Access proposed off the Hoath Road is inappropriate and severs more land that needed.  

National Grid has confirmed that during construction farm traffic will not be able to use the 

haul road, which is likely to sever large parts of the farm, again unacceptable.   

In addition to the above it has been outlined a number of times and in writing, that we do not 

want the topsoil to be stripped, prior to the laying of a haul road, as there are grave concerns 

in respect of the drainage and potential damage. This request has been ignored.  

 



 

4. Noise – the Operational Noise Assessment (5.4.11 C) states that at times that the 

conductors could emit a noise of up to 52.4 dBA, which is significantly more than the 23 dBA 

recorded at location G (closest to Tile Lodge) during the noise surveys. The noise impact 

could therefore be significant at Tile Lodge Farm. No specific information has been supplied. 

We were informed by a National Grid engineer at the Broadoak public consultation that this 

issue could be resolved using a larger diameter conductor, yet this has not been proposed by 

National Grid.  

 

5. Drainage – we would like to stress the fact that the holding is extensively under drained and 

despite providing plans of the existing drainage, no detailed designs have been received in 

respect of new drainage, nor has a plan been provided as to how existing drainage might be 

repaired if damaged.  In our view a header drain should be laid along the length of the haul 

road to mitigate against damage, this practice is commonly adopted on other utility projects.  

 

6. Nuisance – during any given year there may be up to 15 different farming operations carried 

out within a particular field (crop of winter wheat). This means that PB Headley & Son could 

realistically have to make 150 passes around pylons on the farm, in one year.    

 

7.  11kV Overhead lines – it is proposed that as part of the works some of the existing 11kV 

overhead lines will be undergrounded, albeit rather than undergrounding to the nearest 

boundary the intention is to stop within the middle of the field. Where the distance is 

reasonable and it is practical to do so the undergrounding of the 11kV lines should be taken 

the boundary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


